In 1974, when a shy, innocent teenager enrolled at Rust College in Holly Springs, MS, her ambition in life was to, ìJust be someone ordinary, like a school teacher or Psychologist.î  That was two platinum records, a gold album and Grammy Award nomination ago.

ìRING MY BELL,î was one of Anita Wardís most successful hits.  For the better part of 1979, her soaring voice would be heard on every radio station in the country as well as internationally.  This song swept the disco scene and kept other upcoming songs at bay.  It was the number one record in the United States, Canada, Central America, South America and Israel.  By the early 1980ís this record had sold over 10 million copies.  It is still popular and selling as of today.  The record was number one on the R&B charts for five weeks, and number one on the pop charts for two weeks.

ìIt was unbelievable, Anita recalled.  Overnight I was suddenly a household name.  I was treated like I was someone special.  People would come up to me and ask if they could touch me.î

Anita Ward was born in Memphis, TN the eldest of five children.  She was interested in music, since her early days as a child.  On her very first trip she was able to keep a whole train entertained with her singing when she was only two years old.  She hasnít stopped singing since.  She sang in high school productions, in church, and while a student at Rust College she sang with the Rust College A Cappella Choir on an album with Metropolitan Opera star Leontyne Price.  She also put out another album with her own gospel quartet, which is also being played on gospel radio stations today.

After graduation, Anita got a job as a substitute teacher in the Memphis City School System.  Although she liked teaching, she still longed for a music career.  Finally, through her manager, she met singer-songwriter Frederick Knight who was a former artist of the Stax Records hit producing machine.  Stax Records was having financial difficulties  and was going out of business.  Knight left the company and decided to form his own label, Juana Records, and was in search of new talent.

Knight agreed to do a three-song session with Anita.  Basic tracks were completed, but after they were played back Knight became so impressed by her singing ability that he decided to complete an album on Anita.  According to some sources, the song, ìRing My Bell,î was originally written for Stacy Latisaw, but she had signed with another production company.  And the song was re-written for Anitaís sweet and sexy soprano style.  Because of her gospel roots, Anita did not want to sing the song, but Knight was able to convince her to sing the song because the album needed another up-tempo tune.

With the success of ìRing My Bell,î  Anita went on an extensive tour in the United States and Europe, which included Spain, the Netherlands, and Germany.  She also toured Central and South America, Mexico and Brazil.  The Midnight Special, The Merv Griffin Show, American Bandstand, and Top Of The Pops in England were among several television appearances made during the reign of her hit record.  The record stayed on the charts for more than five months.

After the success of ìRing My Bell,î Anita went back to teaching and was only singing occasionally at school functions.  In 1995 fellow artist, Jimmy ìBoî Horne who lived in Miami called her and asked Anita if she could perform at an AIDíS Benefit Show for the poor and homeless in Paris, France.  Anita was reluctant at first to perform, but after discussing this with her husband Stephen, she decided to do just this one show.  This wasnít to be the case.  After this show, agents and promoters started calling her from all over the world requesting her to appear in their shows.  Eventually Anita had to give up her teaching career because of numerous offers, and began performing again.  She has a job now which  gives her more flexibility in continuing her music career.

Anita has performed on stage with Grace Jones, The Village People, Gloria Gaynor, Thelma Houston, Chic, Martha Wash, and many other talented stars.  She just recently in August, 2003 completed a tour called ìGet Up And Danceî with stars such as K C & The Sunshine Band, The Trammps, Maxine Nightingale and many others.  The concert tour included cities in the United States and Canada.

Although sheís now a full-time wife, Associate Manager, and mother, the music in her will never die.  Now that the Sounds of the 70ís is celebrating its rebirth, Anita is resurging as well.  ìToday when I singÖ., Iím going out there with a lot more fire and determination, because now Iíve truly lived the songs I sing,î said Anita.  She added, ìIím not cocky, just confident.î

